
Dear Parents, 

Firstly, I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year. I sincerely hope everyone has had a lovely 
festive period and that your children are looking forward to returning to school this term. 

As you will be aware, we are returning within the context of a surge of infections, across Scotland, 
of the Omicron variant of Covid19. As always, we want to ensure all our pupils remain safe, 
healthy and learning in school, and we, therefore, have a number of important mitigations that 
we would ask all families to take heed of, as we start this new term: 

1. In line with ScotGov advice, please could we ask that ALL pupils, from Junior 1 upwards, 
take a LFD test, before coming to school on Thursday morning, and to continue to test 
regularly (at least twice per week) as part of their weekly routine. 

2. Please do not send your child to school if they are feeling unwell. In addition to the three 
main Covid symptoms of a temperature, persistent cough and loss/change of taste/smell; 
sneezing, a runny nose, sore throat, a headache and fatigue are all known symptoms of 
Omicron. If you are in any doubt, your child should isolate and take a PCR test. 

3. There are some important changes to isolation requirements: 

a. All household members of a symptomatic person should isolate until the symptomatic 
person receives a negative PCR test result.  

b. All household members of a person who has tested positive for Covid should isolate for 
10 days, regardless of their +ve/-ve test result. 

NB the First Minister will be making a statement in parliament later today which may involve 
some further changes to isolation requirements. 

4. Pupils should come to school prepared to be outside more than usual, in all weather, and to 
learn in rooms that are well ventilated, and, therefore, colder than usual. Pupils should dress 
for warmth and can wear a school PE Midlayer as an option, with their school uniform, under 
their blazer, if they so wish. 

For your information, the most up-to-date ScotGov guidance on reducing the risks from Covid19 
in schools can be found here and a 'returning to school safely' statement, issued on 3 January 
2021 by the Scottish Government, can be found here. 

Thank you in advance for taking heed of the above, and I look forward to seeing everyone back 
at school tomorrow. 

With best wishes for the New Year, 

 

Simon Burbury 

Deputy Rector 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/news/returning-to-school-safely/

