
Dear Parents and Guardians   

   

I hope the following update, which deals with Pupil Absence, Pupil Survey & Staff Training, 

Parent Information Evening: Self-harm, Work Experience Talk: Psychology, MySQA and Thrift 

Shop Support is useful.     

 

As we continue to develop our approaches to remote learning, we hope to build upon the 

information gathered through the recent Pupil Survey by issuing a Parent Survey next week.  

 

I should also like to take this opportunity to thank the Thrift Shop and its volunteers publicly for 

their generous support of the school at this time.  

 

With good wishes for the weekend.  

 

Kindest regards 

 

 
Ian Munro 

Rector 

 

_____________________________________ 
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RECTOR’S UPDATE: PUPIL ABSENCE, PUPIL SURVEY & STAFF TRAINING, PARENT INFORMATION 

EVENING: SELF-HARM, WORK EXPERINCE TALK: PSYCHOLOGY, MySQA, AND THRIFT SHOP 

SUPPORT - 8 MAY 2020  

 

 

PUPIL ABSENCE  

Parents are reminded that the not@dollaracademy.org.uk email address is still operational.  It 

continues to be important for us to know if pupils are not able to attend lessons or complete 

work because of absence through illness or some other reason.  Staff are aiming to follow up 

absence from lessons or failure to complete work regularly, and it would be helpful if we 

knew in advance that there was a reason for non-attendance.  

 

 

PUPIL SURVEY AND STAFF TRAINING  

This week a survey was sent to pupils about their experience of remote learning. Separate 

surveys were sent to Prep and Junior, and Senior, but essentially explored the same areas 

around what was working well and what could be improved. Responses are still coming in 

but a clear majority of pupils have completed a return and the data is being analysed by 

http://www.dollaracademy.org/
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the Senior Staff Group. The findings will be shared with teachers next week and will be used in 

professional learning sessions to further develop our online offering.   

 

 

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING  

A reminder that on Tuesday 12 May 2020, at 7pm, Satveer Nijjar  will be speaking on Self-

Harm and Mental Health Awareness. The aim of which will be to improve understanding of 

self-harm behaviours and how to respond appropriately. Satveer will be covering the 

following:   

•          What is self-harm?   

•          What can lead a young person to self-harm?   

•          Functions of self-harm?   

•          Supporting a child who is self-harming.   

•          How can self-harm make you, the parent feel?   

•          The support that is available for you and your child.   

A reminder that if any parents wish to attend this online event you should sign-up using this 

form: Registration Form – Satveer Nijjar and Mr Burbury will be in touch with further details and 

how to access the event (which will be hosted on Zoom) at the beginning of next 

week.   Please note that Satveer Nijjar will also be hosting a PSE session for Form V and VI 

pupils at 1:30pm on Tuesday 12 May. Pupils are asked to check their email for full details.  

 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE TALK #3: Psychology  

Our 3rd Work Experience Talk will take place on Wednesday 13 May 2020 at 12:30pm, and 

will be of interest to any potential Psychologists. Dr Kirsty Petrie, clinical psychologist, Dr 

Lorraine Johnstone, forensic psychologist, and Dr Sharon Brown, educational psychologist will 

all be present, online, to share their experiences in the field of Psychology and answer 

questions from pupils related to their careers. This is open to any pupil in Form IV, V and VI. 

Again, pupils will all receive full details of how to access this event via their school email 

address.  

 

 

MySQA   

Pupils in examination year groups are reminded to sign up for MySQA. This service allows 

pupils to check their current examination entries. In a normal year, this would have 

happened as a matter of course during the exam diet. Given our current circumstances, we 

would urge all pupils to do this as an important additional check against school records. 

MySQA also allows pupils to check address details and to choose how they would like to 

receive their results (by email or text as well as by post).   

 

Pupils can sign up at www.mysqa.org.uk  and to register, all they need is their Scottish 

Candidate Number (SCN) and a valid email address.   

 

For pupils already registered for MySQA, we would ask them to check that their details and 

entries are correct and update their preferences for Results Day. Please be in touch with Mrs 

Karen Miller (Miller-KA@dollaracademy.org.uk) if you have any problems or issues.  

  

  

THRIFT SHOP SUPPORT  

Grants from Thrift Shop funds totalling over £8000 were approved at a meeting of the 

Parents’ Association Committee last Tuesday.  Projects supported range from the supply of 

small-sized musical instruments and Maths puzzles to the Prep & Junior School, to 5 a side 

football goals for the boys’ boarding House, a geodesic dome for EDT, badminton net 

stands, and Dollar tartan kilts for the new Highland Dancing team.  In all, 11 separate grants 

were made, providing support to departments and co-curricular activities across the 

school.  The Thrift Shop is staffed by a dedicated team of volunteers whose hard work has for 

http://www.mysqa.org.uk/
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many years provided significant help to the school; we are very grateful to all who run the 

Shop, and to the many parents who provide them with good quality kit and uniform to sell.  

 

 

UPDATE ENDS 

 


